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Comic Life is a fun application that “snags” students and has them writing before they have time to stop and consider that they don’t like to write!  With Comic Life you can turn any digital image (picture, clip art, hand drawn, etc.) and turn it into a comic strip or comic book.  Teachers are using Comic Life for a wide range of instructional projects.  You can download Comic Life for Mac or Windows at this site: http://plasq.com/downloads/ Here are a few ideas to get you started:

1. Working on Dialog:  characters talking back and forth to explain a word problem in math, a kidney explaining it’s function in science, a confederate soldier explaining why he is fighting for the south, etc.

2. Working on onomatopoeia—think comic strips!

3. Storyboard for a story—planning, character development, dialog, etc.

4. [image: image4..pict] Book Reports, or Book Shares

5. Creating a Board game using the comic layout

6. Your idea—the sky is the limit!
Let’s Get Started: 

[image: image5..pict][image: image6..pict][image: image7..pict]Step #1 Opening the Program:  Open Comic Life.  You will usually find the program in the Dock, or by looking in the Applications folder on the Mac or in the “All Programs” sections on the Windows Start menu.  
[image: image8..pict]Step #2 Page layout: You will arrive at your workspace, the place where all of your work will take place. On the right side of the workspace, you will find a number of  page layouts.  Select a page layout from the library and drag it to your workspace to begin creating your comic.  (you can also create individual panes by selecting the single pane in the top left corner of the library)

Step #3 Adding Pictures: Once you have the page layout selected, your next step is to begin adding pictures to the comic panes.  You can select pictures from three different locations:  i-Photo, finder (browse to find your picture) or from the built in camera.  Simply drag the pictures from the library area on the right to the comic pane in your work space.

[image: image9..pict]Step #4 Adding Lettering:  Now you can add lettering to your comic.  You will find the lettering toolbox at the bottom of the work area.   Simply make your choices and drag them into your work area.  You can control the lettering size, font, color etc. with the toolbar in the top right area of your work area.  (see below)
Step #5 Adding Details:  You can make changes to the page, panel or a picture by clicking the details button on the right.  When you make a selection in the work area, the DETAILS AREA will change based on your choice.  (see below)
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